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Why truth is important in our everyday lives.Why does truth matter when politicians so easily
sidestep it and intellectuals scorn it as irrelevant? Why be concerned over an abstract idea like
truth when something that isn't true—for example, a report of Iraq's attempting to buy materials
for nuclear weapons—gets the desired result: the invasion of Iraq? In this engaging and spirited
book, Michael Lynch argues that truth does matter, in both our personal and political lives. Lynch
explains that the growing cynicism over truth stems in large part from our confusion over what
truth is. "We need to think our way past our confusion and shed our cynicism about the value of
truth," he writes. "Otherwise, we will be unable to act with integrity, to live authentically, and to
speak truth to power."True to Life defends four simple claims: that truth is objective; that it is
good to believe what is true; that truth is a goal worthy of inquiry; and that truth can be worth
caring about for its own sake, not just because it gets us other things we want. In defense of
these "truisms about truth", Lynch diagnoses the sources of our cynicism and argues that many
contemporary theories of truth cannot adequately account for its value. He explains why we
should care about truth, arguing that truth and its pursuit are part of living a happy life, important
in our personal relationships and for our political values.

An engagingly written, carefully reasoned defence of 'objective truth' as a respectable, even
desirable goal and standard.—Barry Allen, The Globe and Mail—True to Life is a passionate
demonstration that truth matters; it is strikingly clear and painstakingly reasoned, and ranges
from technical work in the philosophy of logic to a discussion of the role of truth-telling in
government.—Anthony Gottlieb, The New York Times Book Review—This is an important and
timely volume, and philosophy owes Lynch a considerable debt.—Duncan Pritchard, The
Philosophers' Magazine—True to Life is a bracing antidote to the disease of postmodern
cynicism that renders truth impossible and leaves us with nothing but wind-blown opinion.—
Douglas Groothuis, The Denver Post—True to Life...asserts some simple truths about truth; for
example, that it's good, [and] that it's worthy of pursuit...—Richard Halicks, Atlanta Journal-
Constitution—ReviewTrue to Life performs a major public service. Michael Lynch explains with
engaging energy and clarity why the concept of truth matters to a decent public culture. Fully
accessible to people without prior philosophical training, the book nonetheless explains serious
philosophical debates with considerable sophistication. It will be wonderful for use (and debate)
in undergraduate courses in many disciplines, but it is also just good reading for anyone who is
interested in unmasking deception and confusion, and who thinks that this activity matters for
the health of democracy.―Martha Nussbaum, The University of ChicagoAbout the
AuthorMichael P. Lynch is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Connecticut and the
author of Truth in Context: An Essay on Pluralism and Objectivity and True to Life: Why Truth



Matters, both published by the MIT Press.Read more
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Elizabeth G., “Interesting approach to the matter of truth and knowldge. I am using this as a text
for a philosophy class on knowledge. The book is a very readable text that explains current
debates about the objectivity/subjectivity of truth and knowledge. I believe students will find the
book interesting and very readable -- and issues are addressed in a way that includes
discussions they will have had with others outside a philosophy class.”

Bronx Book Nerd, “True Dat. I recently began delving into philosophy and am reading a number
of books on philosophical subjects.  I read and reviewed the 
  
The Dream Weaver: One Boy's Journey Through the Landscape of Reality (Anniversary Edition)
(2nd Edition)

  
  
    and am currently reading 
  
Sophie's World: A Novel About the History of Philosophy (FSG Classics)

  
  
    and 
  
The Philosopher's Toolkit: A Compendium of Philosophical Concepts and Methods
(CourseSmart)



  
  
. I firmly believe that philosophy has a lot to offer to get a better understanding of reality and to
form sound beliefs. At the same time this new endeavor is a challenge and yet another reason
why I should have paid more attention while in college, particularly since I attended Columbia
where the required core curriculum course Contemporary Civilization covered all of the major
works in the subject.True to Life attempts to make the case that not only is truth something good
to strive for its own sake but also something necessary for a well-functioning liberal society. For
each of his own arguments, Lynch presents possible opposing views as well as his refutations to
those views. Overall, I think he makes a convincing case that the pursuit of truth is necessary
because it is both instrumentally good and because it is good for its own sake. I will not pretend
to be able to restate his case but I will attempt to add a couple of other reasons why the pursuit
of truth is good. First, lying can become a habit, one that can become more comfortable with the
more it is practiced. This can lead to decline in other virtues and an increase in other vices. For
example, the person who gets comfortable with lying about why they are home getting late from
work, while perhaps initially for no bad reason, may soon be tempted to engage in some other
wrongdoing during the time that now covered by the lie. Second, lying deprives, in a sense,
other people of the opportunity to exercise other good character traits. For example, being
honest about a harm caused gives the offended person the chance to exercise forgiveness,
compassion and understanding. Obviously that would not be the primary purpose of truth-
telling, but the reality is that these characteristics are also ones that need introduction and
practice for one to become "good" at them, as in to know when to exercise them properly.That
said, as a layperson, I found Lynch's book to be relatively easy to comprehend and appropriately
challenging when the details called for it. I highly recommend it for anyone wanting a thorough
understanding of the philosophical viewpoints on truth, both those that see it as a worthwhile
pursuit, and those that do not.”

Sphex, “Truth: worth caring about for its own sake. There are plenty of people in the world who
would like you not to care too much about the truth. These people - ideologues, tyrants, snake oil
salesmen, faith healers, the worst kind of politician - don't have your best interests at heart.
Michael Lynch, in virtue of having written this short and highly readable book, does not, it is safe
to say, belong to this infamous group. Truth is one of those abstract concepts that is easily
understood and used on a daily basis by everyone with a normally functioning adult brain. So



why read a book about it? In part, precisely because truth is ordinary and everyday, and it's easy
to take it for granted. In part, to reassure ourselves that it is not the social construct some would
have us believe. Truth can be extruded almost out of existence by the finest minds, or squeezed
into an abstruse corner by sophisticated academics with too much time on their hands. Lynch
resists these efforts, and sets out to defend four claims: "that truth is objective; that it is good to
believe what is true; that truth is a worthy goal of inquiry; and that truth is worth caring about for
its own sake". He salvages truth from those who would shrug their shoulders, for whatever
reason.In Orwell's 1984, "the most terrifying aspect of the Ministry of Truth isn't its ability to get
people to believe lies, it is its success at getting them to give up on the idea of truth altogether".
Few of us will ever find ourselves in circumstances as desperate as Winston's, thank goodness,
but, even for those of us relatively comfortably off in liberal democracies, there are more subtle
forces at work, eroding our confidence when it comes to questions of truth. Complacency in the
absence of obvious lies, feelings of inadequacy when faced with the complexities of the modern
world, the aesthetic allure of advertising and plausible narratives, the weight of tradition, the lies
of religious leaders, the pseudoprofundity of postmodern discourse - all can eat away at our
resolve to seek out the truth of any particular proposition. Reading Lynch is one way to bolster
that resolve, to avoid slipping into cynicism, and, along the way, to become a lot more informed
about the nature of truth.To care about the truth entails being disposed to act in certain ways, to
manifest "particular character traits that are oriented toward the truth". Such a person is willing to
be open-minded and tolerant of others' opinions, careful and sensitive to detail, curious, and
willing to hear both sides of the story and pay attention to the evidence. "Intellectual integrity
requires caring for the truth for its own sake" and not just when it's expedient. An "unswerving
allegiance" to a belief is less likely to be a sign that someone cares about truth than "a sign of
dogmatism"."The possibility that we could be wrong implies that truth is independent of our
beliefs; and the objectivity of truth in turn implies that we could always be wrong." The rejection
of dogma and a recognition of human fallibility are vital (and at the heart of the scientific
method), but Lynch mistakenly concludes that the "pursuit of a feeling of certainty" is impossible.
Science has delivered many remarkable certainties (for example, in 
  
Uncommon Sense: Heretical Nature of Science

  
  



Alan Cromer argues convincingly that the number of naturally occurring elements counts as
certain knowledge). Of course, in many areas Lynch is right to stress that we must "pursue what
is true without trying to aim at absolute certainty".At the other end of the scale to atomic theory,
we approach the murky waters of relativism and postmodernism, which to varying degrees tend
to "undermine truth's value". Lynch dismisses simple relativism as "a bogeyman... incoherent
and believed by few if anyone". Postmodernism, broadly speaking, focuses on "truth's relation to
political power" as constituted in various institutions such as the scientific community and
government. "The key to Foucault's thought is his view that knowledge isn't the product of lone
individuals working in the lab, but the result of a whole series of processes working within
cultures and societies at large." While Foucault's conclusion that there is no such thing as
objective truth must be rejected, his view nevertheless captures something of the social
dimension of science, more fully developed in Ziman's excellent essay 
  
Public Knowledge: An Essay Concerning the Social Dimension of Science

  
  
. Lynch quite sensibly doesn't waste much breath on postmodernism, pointing out that "the
distinction between truth and what passes for truth is necessary in order to make sense of
speaking truth to power".True beliefs "portray the world as it is and not as we may hope, fear, or
wish it to be". We naturally "assume that our mind more or less perceives the world as it is". Why
waste cognitive energy maintaining beliefs that could do you harm? The false belief that fire
doesn't burn is not welcome within a healthy cerebral cortex. No wonder we bristle in indignation
when someone tells us that just because we believe it doesn't mean it's true.Michael Lynch
concludes that truth "is objective in its existence, subjective in its appreciation, and able to exist
in more than one form". He begins the epilogue by recalling Rashomon, a story told not by an
omniscient narrator but by three characters, whose conflicting perspectives cannot all be true.
Strangely, and mistakenly, Lynch imagines this means there may not be a fact of the matter
about how the samurai died. Surely, either two of the narratives must be false and a third true or
all three are false and a fourth, unconsidered possibility, the true version of events? In any case,
each of the character's versions contains a subjective truth, for example, the wife's feeling of
betrayal is only possible for her, and the highwayman's greed is only possible for him.Reaching a
consensus on the objective world is possible in principle: that is the wonder of science.



Consensus on our subjective worlds is impossible in principle: that is the wonder of
consciousness. Under the single banner of truth, we can strive for both unity and diversity.”

M.F., “Super gelaufen. Normalerweise schreibt man hier über den Inhalt eines Buches. Leider
habe ich das Buch selber nicht gelesen, da ich es für das Studium meiner Tochter gekauft habe
aber..........Lieferung war super schnell. Das Buch war noch vor dem angegebenen Liefertermin
da.Wenn ich nur die Lieferung bewerten müsste, wären es glatte 5 Sterne.”

The book by Michael P. Lynch has a rating of  5 out of 3.9. 21 people have provided feedback.

 Front Cover Copyright Table of Contents First Pages Index Back Cover Surprise Me!



Language: English
Pamphlet: 6 pages
Item Weight: 11.2 ounces
Dimensions: 6 x 0.54 x 9 inches
Paperback: 216 pages
File size: 3571 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Not Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Sticky notes: Not Enabled
Print length: 416 pages
Hardcover: 909 pages

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

